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Ouch!                                                                                                                                                                                            

I know not to run with scissors or grab a knife by the blade, but this 

week I was stabbed twice and it hurt both times. Here’s what happened.  

My first stab,  I read from Jeremiah 2. In verse two the Lord says this,  

“I remember the devotion of your youth, how as a bride you loved me 

and followed me through the desert, through a land not sown.”  Ouch! 

The footnote in my Bible says this, ‘devotion. The Hebrew for this 

word refers to the most intimate degree of loyalty, love and faithfulness 

that can exist between two people or between an individual and the 

Lord.’  

Hebrews 4:12, ‘For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edge sword, it     

penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the 

heart.’  Jeremiah 2:2 stabbed me.  Then, salt was added to the wound. 

In my reading of Oswald Chambers this week, he asked these questions in his devotional.                                                                                                                                                                 

‘Am I as filled to overflowing with love for Jesus Christ as I was in the beginning, when I went out of my 

way to prove my devotion to Him? … Is that where I am now, or have I chosen man’s wisdom over true love 

for Him? Am I so in love with Him that I take no thought for where He might lead me?  Or am I watching 

to see how much respect I get as I measure how much service I should give Him?’  Ouch! 

continued on page 3 
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  NEWS AND ANNOUNCMENTS 

 2-3    Communion Sunday                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

2-5    United Methodist Women’s Meeting 

at 10 a.m.                                                                                                                                          

2-5    Grief Support Group from               

10 a.m. – 12 noon.                                                                                                                                                                                                     

2-6    Wednesday Night Bible Study at 

6:00.                                                                                                                                                                                                          

2-7    Thursday Morning Bible Study at 

10:30.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

2-10  SPRC Meeting 2:00.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

2-13 & 14   No Bible Studies this week.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

2-14  Happy Valentine’s Day!                                                                                                                       

2-18   No United Methodist Men meeting.                                                                                                                                                                    

2-19   Soup Day,  sponsored by the UMW, 

11a.m -1p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

2-20   Wednesday Night Bible Study at 

6:00.                                                                                                                                                           

2-21   Thursday Morning Bible Study at 

10:30.                                                                                                                       

2-23 thru 26  Called General Conference 

Session                                                                                                                      

2-27   Wednesday Night Bible Study at 

6:00.                                                                                                                        

2-28   Thursday Morning Bible Study at 

10:30.                                                                                                                       

3-6    Ash Wednesday Service at 6:30 

p.m.  in Sanctuary. 

 

Thanks to all of you who volunteered your help with hosting 

our 10 guest.  A little update: January 28th was the last night 

Room in the Inn hosted guest, the reason being that there were 

not enough volunteers and enough churches to host the guest in 

Feb. & March.                     

However, Life Resources Services of Jackson Co. is going to try with the support of the churches, 

to coordinate a ‘fallback’ plan. To help eliminate some of the stress and burden on the churches, 

the Life Resources Services will feed the guest both supper and breakfast at their center. They will 

provide laundered sheets and blankets each day. They ask that the churches transport and pro-

vide lodging for the night.  This all depends on the support of the churches.  

My question to us as Randall’s Chapel UMC is:   Do we have the volunteers willing to drive the 

vans both evening and morning?  Do we have the women and men to volunteer to spend the 

night with our guest here at the church?   If you can volunteer for either of these needs, please 

contact  Pat.    Thanks! 
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 FEBRUARY GREETERS    

    3 - Kyle Wendlick 

  10 - Corky Gardner 

  17 - Eddie Allen 

  24 - James Green 

 

           NURSERY WORKERS 

              3 - Madison Helms 
            10 - Lee Ann Walker 
            17 – Sonya Shook 

                                        24 – Nicki Clarke 
 

  

BIRTHDAYS   

2/1   TREVOR SMITH 

2/2   BETTY WOOD 

2/5   ANDY WADKINS 

2/6   WENDY WILSON 

2/7   CLAYTON GRIDER 

         DEBBIE LIVESAY 

2/12  LISA RICKER 

2/15  KELSI WILSON 

2/17  SHEILA WADKONS 

2/18  KYLE WENDLICK 

2/20  KELLY WALKER 

2/22  GAVIN GARDNER         

2/23  KAITLYN BIRK 

2/26   JENNA RICHEY 

2/27   SIERRA SMITH 

          TERRY KUTAY 

          KAREN ROSSMEIR 

Continued from page 1 

Then I got stabbed again this week. Preparing for our Bible Study on Revelation chapter 2,     John 

records Jesus’ words to the church in Ephesus. Jesus commends them for the good things they were  

doing, but then in verse 4, ‘ “Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.” ’  Ouch! 

These words that have pierced my heart aren’t words  of condemnation, but more like an alarm. Wake up 

and evaluate where you are in your love and devotion for  Jesus.  The good deeds and good works are             

commendable, but I can’t let them replace that first love and devotion to Jesus.    

I’m reminded of these words about Jesus from Matthew 12:20-21, ‘He will not . . . put out a flickering 

candle.’    Let us, let Jesus, ignite our hearts once again.   

Pray this prayer with me:  Jesus,  Lover of my soul, forgive me for letting things and stuff and self, come 

between us. Help fan the flame of my heart to burn for you once again as it once did.  Thank you for your 

heart piercing words spoken in love. Amen. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

 

3 4 5 
United Methodist 

Women 10 AM  

 

Grief Support 

Group 10 - 12  

6 

Bible Study 6 pm 

Youth and    

Children 6 pm 

7 

Bible Study  

10:30 am 

8 9 

10 11 12 
Grief Support 

Group 10 - 12  

13 

No Bible Study 

14 

No Bible Study 

 

                    

Valentine’s Day 

15 16 

17 18 

 

19 

UMW Soup Day 

 

20 

Bible Study 6 pm 

Youth and     

Children 6 pm 

21 

Bible Study  

10:30 am 

22 23 

Called General 

Conference     

Session                                                                                                                      

24 

Called General 

Conference     

Session                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

25 

Called General 

Conference     

Session                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

26 
Called General 

Conference     

Session 

 

Grief Support 

Group 10 - 12  

27 

Bible Study 6 pm 

Youth and     

Children 6 pm 

28 

Bible Study  

10:30 am 

  

February 2019 
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For Your Information –  

In the near future you may be hearing about the United Methodist Church in the news. For years there 

has been an issue addressed at our General Conferences which meets every four years. The issue is 

about making changes in our Book of Discipline to allow the ordination of homosexuals and for the       

approval of same sex marriages within our denomination. It seems that in our current time it is still an issue 

that is being addressed more than ever. Steps were made to put together a committee of 32 members with 

opinions from both sides. This committee was made of Bishops, clergy and laity who met regularly to listen 

to both sides and be prayerful in their meetings and fellowship.  

This committee is known as the Commission on a Way Forward, and they will give three potential         

models/ options before a “Called Special Session of the General Conference” to be held on           

February 23 - 26, 2019. This “Called General Conference” will discuss these three models/options and 

vote on the potential model/ option that will be our future discipline.  

This is my understanding of the three options in a nutshell:  

1. To keep the traditional model as the Book of Disciple stands on not ordaining homosexuals and not 

preforming same sex marriages.  

2. To change the Book of Discipline’s stance on ordaining homosexuals and same sex marriages.  

3. To allow each UMC to make its own choice as to what it will do as a congregation and make herself a 

“Connectional Conference” with other UMC with the same stance as to which type of Methodist 

church they want to be. 

 As I stated earlier, this issue has been a concern at every General Conference for the past few decades. 

What can we do?  To be in prayer for the “Called General Conference” who will meet February 23 - 26, 

2019.  

What I agree with in my reading and hearing about all this, we are to continue to further the kingdom of 

God by making disciples of Jesus Christ. Amen?  

The Bishop will address this to the Districts in the near future. As your pastor, and the advice of the 

D.S., as a UMC, let’s wait to see what the outcome is before we get the cart before the horse. FYI, -Pat  
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Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers a multitude of sins.”  1 Peter 4:8 

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the 
truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never 
ends.”  1 Corinthians 13:4-8“ 

‘Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be 
shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed,’ says the Lord, who has compassion on you“ Isaiah 
54:10 

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in 
God, and God in them.”  1 John 4:16 .”   

 “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so 
we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.”  1 John 3:1 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.”  1 Chronicles 16:34 

“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” Ephesians 4:2 

“Above all, be loving. This ties everything together perfectly.”  Colossians 3:14 

 
“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born 
of God and knows God.   Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.”            
1 John 4:7-8 

“But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and 

faithfulness.”  Psalm 86:15 

 

“Let all that you do be done in love.”  1 Corinthians 16:14 

 
“So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other.  Just as I have loved you, you 
should love each other.  Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my             
disciples.”  John 13:34-35 

If God had a refrigerator, your picture would be on it. If He had a wallet, your photo would be in it. 
He sends you flowers every spring and a sunrise every morning. Face it, friend. He is crazy about 
you. – Max Lucado  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1pe+4:8
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1co+13:4-8
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+54:10
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+54:10
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+4:16
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+3:1
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1ch+16:34
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=eph+4:2
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CHAPEL CHIMES 
RANDALL’S CHAPEL  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

CORNER VETERANS DR & CRAWFORD ROAD 

P O BOX 1518 

SCOTTSBORO, ALABAMA 35768 

 

CHURCH PHONE - 256-574-6685 

PASTORS CELL PHONE—256-541-2747 
WEBSITE  - RANDALLSCHAPEL.COM 

FOR NEWSLETTER OR WEBSITE ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, 

CORRECTIONS, CHANGES, SUGGESTIONS AND/OR COM-

MENTS…… 

CONTACT—RCUMC@SCOTTSBORO.ORG 

 

PAT MAHAN …………………….....PASTOR 

PATTY MILLER………………....SECRETARY 

JAMES KUYKENDALL…………...MUSIC DIRECTOR 

HAROLD BROOKSHIRE………...COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 

CHARLES GIDDENS………...…..LAY LEADER 

 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

SUNDAY 

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 9 AM 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 10 AM 

Classes for all ages - nursery provided 

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 11 AM 

SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP 6 PM 

WEDNESDAY 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 6 PM 

YOUTH AND CHILDREN 6 PM 

THURSDAY 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 10:30 AM 


