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Christmas Bcgan In the Dark

JF you think about it, our (_hristmas story écgan because of our
darkness. Ve were wanc/crlhg around, lost in the darkness of our sin.
77731!' Wanc/cr/ng in the dark created a need to be rescued: a /ong/ng
for the Lg/;t of the world to illuminate our darkness. Wc needed a

53 vior. Lct me ask you to get your 51’5/@5 out and read a/ong.

QOlur hristmas story rca//ﬂ started way back in /71’5tory before our
birth. T/',R? Gospc/ of, Ma tthew starts our story like this. 777/’5 /s
where you can open your Pible anc/jo/n in.

Mat‘t/wwl 1, ’/4 record of the ‘gcnca/ogﬂ of Jcsus C/7r/5t the son of
Dav/af the son of, Aﬁraﬁam:’

My baaf Jet’s goeven further back to A[)/‘a/mm.

Gcn. 15:1-5, Goa’ sloca;és to A[)/‘a/mm, that H@, Goaf is Abra;@am’s greatest treasure. ,4[76 kind of says to
(God. “ have no heirs to inherit this treasure.” So (7od tells Abraham, “Youll have a son, who will be your heir”
7—/761‘) Goa/ leads Aéra/wm outside and tells /7/}77, ’ioo/< up at the heavens and count the stars — if indeed you
can count them.” 7776/7 he said to A/m, ’60 shall your ozqfslor/’ng be.”

Packto Mt i:1, 2, 8, 16, Matthew gives us the gcnca/ogy of _Jesus. []e recites branch after branch of the )[am/'/y
tree of Abraham to K/hg David, from /<//75r David to_Jesus.

/\//a tthew’s record ochsus’ genea/ogﬂ would have stirred up the memory of, Aéra/'mm and Da vid to his readers.
7—/71'5 record also Pofnfs to the PI‘O/ﬁ/SCGI c/7//af that /s, the br{gﬁtest starin A[)ra/mm’s skﬂ, the one who would
reign on David’s throne as our Kihg of Lings.

Around 4 months before _Jesus’ birth, and (S’c/ays after the birth of _John the Bapﬁst John the Bapﬁst’s father
A echariah Ioroloﬁcsfcd that his son Jo/m would be the Proplllet of the Most /7’15/7 e echariah also Propﬁcsfcd
about Jcsus betore [ e was born. 5351}73 this about Jcsus, .....

Lk I1:78~79, ﬁccausc of (God’s tender mercy, the A//ornfng L{gﬁt from heaven is about to visit us, to give //‘g/)t to
those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of dea t/llj and to gu/a/c us to the pa th of peace. " New [ wing T ranslation

/n Kev.22:16, Jcsus makes reference to [Jimself as the ‘br{g/n‘ /\//orn/hgﬁtar’.

7 he /Drop/)ct Jsaiah was ri"gllzt when he Pro/o/)es/caf T he pcolo/c //’v/ng in darkness have seen a great //‘g/ﬁ ’
[s. 9:2a, NIV
Conf’c/ on page Fa



<4 News and -

- Announcements B
12-1  Gnef Support Group, from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. 12-15 Grief Support Group, from 10a.m. - 12 noon.
12-2  Discipleship Now, at 6:00 p.m. 12-16  Discipleship Now, at 6:00 p.m.

12-6 Second Sunday of Advent - Peace 12-20  Fourth Sunday of Advent - Love

Holy Communion 12-20 Christmas Offering
12-8  Grief Support Group, from 10 a.m. - 12 noon. 12-24  Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship at 5:30.
12-9  Discipleship Now, at 6:00 p.m. 12-25 Merry Christmas! & Happy Birthday Jesus!
12-13 Third Sunday of Advent - Joy 12-27 Christmas Offering
12-13  Christmas Offering 12-31 Have a safe & fun New Year’s Eve!
12-13 “Called” Charge Conference 1-1-21 Happy Blessed New Year!

The Advent Season -

We celebrate the Christmas season in the church with our
Advent Season. Celebrating the coming ot God's Son. The
four Sundays prior to Christmas we light a candle
representing the tour gitts given to us in God's Son. Jesus
Christ. Hope. Peace. Joy and Cove. Then on Christmas Eve
we light the Christ Candle, celebrating the birth of our Cord
and Savior Jesus Christ.

h +od Methodi Grief Support Group
United V\? oLrJnneltne\C/ivill ﬁtOtogi éSt Theresa Kilgro has been leading
Methodist meeting this month. GR[EF a great support group for a
Wornen Have a Blessed ’ couple of years here at Randall’s
ameoreoe ey Christmas season. HARE Chapel. This group meets on

Tuesdays from 10 a.m. until 12
noon. If you have had the
passing of a love one, let me encourage you to
check out this ministry and group to find some good
support and encouragement. Either contact Theresa
or just show up on Tuesday. You can contact the
church office if you have any questions.

Discipleship Now -

Come join us on Wednesday Nights at 6:00,
as we get into the Bible and discuss the
answers to our questions. It’s laid back and
you’re welcome to join us.

Children’s Message -

Once again, we are providing a Children’s Message during our worship
time. We would like for the children when coming to the front for this
time together to wear their mask. We know that social distancing will
not be enforced in this group, so if you are okay with this, send your little
ones up front for their Children’s Message time. Thanks to you ladies

who are being a part of this team.
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25 Scriplunes For Chaistimas

A Isaigh 61:1-3

J Jeremiah 23:9-6
J Micah 5:2-4

J Zechariah 9:9-10

A |saiah 9:2-7
Psalm 89:1-4
saiagh /:10-14
saigh 11:1-10
lsaiah 42:1-4
saiah 40:9-1]

L uke 1:39-45

| uke 46-06

J Matthew 1:18-25
A Luke Z:1-/

J [Mark 1:1-8

J Luke 197-67

< Deuteronomy IB 15-
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Tlalachi 3:1-6

1 49:1-]
v al:-10
1 40:1-5

1 23:1-0

Luke :6B-69
|uke £:0-10
Revelation 21:1-7
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BIRTHDAYS

1 John Gerlach
2 Jean Hardman
5 Buddy Bacon

Eleanor Allen
6 Ginia Riggs

“Called” Charge Conference —

Sunday, Dec. 13%, immediately following

our 10:00 a.m. worship, we will be meeting

CHARGE
CONFERENCE

to vote on the nominated candidates for our

new Leadership Team for 2021.

7 Jurdy Michaels
10 Michael Livesay
12 Harry Clemons
Gene Kirby
Chrissie Street
13 Chloe Wendlick
Ginny Lovingood
15 Eddy Richey
Ginger Brewer
19 Sheila Morris
Selene Richey
24 Dorothy Kyllo
25 Pat Bacon
28 Wynola Kirkland

That First Christmas God gave us his best.

Christmas O{:Fering-
Over the Past years we have collected a Christmas love ogzcring for

the United Methodist Childrcn’s [Home Forgirls here is Scottsboro.

UmCortunatelg, the girl’s home is no longermcunctioning. So, this year
ANNIVERSARIES

‘ ( // Q\B\ 5 Tom and Ginger Brewer
-

<« 14 Richard & Brenda Olander
18 Justin & Kelly Ellis

we are going to collect our (Christmas love ogcring for two ministries:

the | ife Resource Services of Jackson (Co. and Sarge’s (afe.

Most of us are familiar with the Lhce Resource Ser\/ices, but Sarge’s

Camcé is new to most of us. One of our mcmbcrs, Janet Matthews

sPearheacls this mim’strﬂ in memory of herlate father Alvin W Matthcws, Msgt. USAFJ retirecl, Viet Nam

Veteran. | his ministry l’]C]PS Providcs non—Pcrishablc foods and drinks for school children at Brgant Junior
High who dor’t have food at home for the weekends. T his oF)Cering will greatlg hclP them.

T hese (Christmas Oﬁccrings will be collected the last three Sunc{ags of December, the i 5%, ZOth, & 27%.
Hease pray about suPPorting these ministries. Tkanks for your support.

Lhcc Resource Services ochackson Co. ~
Tl"lC Lhcc Kesource Services oFJackson Co. will be open during the winter ) dags aweek.

We will continue to collect non~Pcrishab]es food items to he]P support this ministrg. F]case

contact Ginger Brewer i]cgou have any ques’cions about volun’ceering or the ministry’s

Christmas Fve C ommunion & Candiclight WorshiP -

Comejoin us Chris’cmas [ veat5:30 p-m. for worsl‘n’P. We will hear our Advent Devotional, sing Christmas
hgmns, hear a short message, take Communion and er:lcl ]33 singing Silent Night, Ho]g Night, by canc”elight.



Comf’a/ from page 7

Our C/7r/5tmas 5torﬂ Began in the Dar.é, but ‘the /\//orn/rg 5far’ n Aéra/‘;am’s s,éﬂ came to us in our dar.éncss,
and when we make [im Lorc/ of our //’vcs, e Huminates our world.

QOlur hristmas 5torﬂ continues as_Jesus said in Matt5:14,16, “You are the /lg/nL of the world. ... let your //g/zt
shine before men, that t/%cy may see gour gooc/ deeds and Pra/sc your f: ather in heaven.” NIV

F rager- [ather, thank you for rescuing us from the darkness of our sin. | hank you Jesus for iflumina ting our
Jves. [_{g/)t of the world, /7640 us to see You and to see the world around us in [_{g/ﬁ of You. [n the name of
Jesus, our Mom/ngﬁtar, amern.

[ et the Morn/ng 5tar of C /7r/5tmas, Huminate your Ite. M. erry C hristmas! ~/D at

A New Change -
We as the Admunistrative Council of Randall’s UMC i our Oct. 25, 2020 meeting, voted to change our present

Administrative Council and group Commuttees to become the “Leadership Team’.

This has been an encouraging suggestion by our District Superintendent, Tom Parrish, for smaller churches who are
struggling to fill all the committee positions.

The “Leadership Team” will be made up of 3 groups of three. 3 Finance persons, 3 Trustees person, 3 Nominations
persons, the church Lay Leader and the church’s Lay Delegate and Pastor. A total of 12 persons.

The Leadership Team will select a chairperson among themselves. Members of the Leadership Team will serve for a 3
vear period like those committee members did. There will be 3 who serve one year and then roll off. 3 others will serve
for 2 years and roll oft. 3 others will serve for 3 years and then roll oft.  New members will be selected by either the
Leadership Team members or an appointed Nominations Committee. Those selected do not have to be from these

three commuttees presently. But may come from or represent one of these three committees.

The Leadership Team will be the group that oversees any new or needed committees. 'This Team will replace the
Administrative Council and Committees, unless a group wants to form a commuttee. For example, a group wants to
develop a “Missions Commuittee”. This group will form and choose a chairperson and all of their ideas will be reported
by their chosen chairperson and report to the Leadership Team their proposals. The purpose Leadership Team would

then decide if the committee 1s staying true to the Christian standards and Book of Discipline.

Fach church’s Leadership Team develops as it best fits the church. Another example is the Leadership Team becomes
the SPRC. Staft; Parish, Relations Committee or a separate SPRC 1s developed under the ‘umbrella’ of the Leadership
Team.

The Administrative Council and Commuttees will continue in existence through the end of January 31, 2021. This will
give us time to select candidates, vote them n as the ‘Leadership Team’ members through the present Administrative
Council. To also give this Teamn time to start developing as a team.

There are probably many questions you may have about this. These questions may help us to see more clearly what/how
we need to adjust. So, please, as the body of Christ, brother and sisters of Jesus Christ, members of Randall’s Chapel
UMC, be praving for this new change and Leadership for our church. We are trving to adjust to what is best for our
church. Thank you for all your prayers and support.



Sunday Monday Tueday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
Discipleship
Grief Support, Now at
10:00 - noon 6:00 p.m.
8
6 Second Sunday of 7 9 10 1 12
Advent-Peace Grief Support, Discipleship
Worshi 10:00 - noon Now at
orship-— 6:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m. g
é‘|owﬂ"_§“,.
OMMUNION
13 Third Sunday of 14 15 16 17 18 19
Advent - Joy Grief Support, Discipleship
Christmas Offering 10:00 - noon Now at
“Called” Charge 6:00 p.m.
Conference
Worship,
10:00 a.m.
20 21 22 23 24
Fourth Sunday of No No Christmas Eve
Advent - Love Grief Support Discipleship Candlelight
Christmas Offering Now
Worship,
10:00 a.m.
27 28 29 30
~ No
Christmas Offering Grief Support ~ No
Discipleship
Worship, Now
10:00 a.m.
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TANE ERANLUND © www.davegraniund.com “They won’t know till they’re grown,
but their BEST qifts are the
memories they're making.”

CHRISTMAS TREES AJoyful *t00n by Mike Waters b 9

WELL, I'VE PUT ON My
HOLLOW ORNAMENTS OF
JOV, PEACE &

Ty

YOU CANT BUY THOSE
THINGS AT A STORE!
COME, PLANT

M

www.joyfultoons.com © 2012 Michael D. Waters

Dear
All T want for Christmas

HOPE! ONLY | YOURSELF IN this gear is..
DON'T REALLY THIS RICH SOIL! o

FEEL JOYFUL IT’S THE SOURCE |

OR HOPEFUL OF REAL JOY,

—AND | SURE PEACE & HOPE!

DON'T FEEL

AT PEACE!

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you
trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit. - Romans 15:13 nv

happiness and

good health
for the one's reading this.

To JusT
WRITE T
OFF.

N picklescomic@sheglabal net

JusT BECAUSE WE'RE | | WE CAN STILL ENTOY WHAT PoES THIS | | ATORKEY AND SOME
GOING TO BE ALONE. THE HoL\PAY, JUST LOCK LIKE MISTLETOE.

FOR CHRISTMAS vYou AND ME, y

\S NO REASON ————— 7

& 2009 Brian Crane, dist, by Washington Post Writers Group




Randall's Chapel United Methodist Church

CHAPEL CHIMES
RANDALL’S CHAPEL

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
CORNER VETERANS DR & CRAWFORD ROAD

P O BOX 1518

SCOTTSBORO, ALABAMA 35768

CHURCH PHONE - 256-574-6685
PASTORS CELL PHONE—256-541-2747
WEBSITE - RANDALLSCHAPEL.COM

PAT MAHAN ..o, PASTOR
HAROLD BROOKSHIRE............. COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON
CHARLES GIDDENS................... LAY LEADER
PATTY MILLER.......ccovriiinns SECRETARY

FOR NEWSLETTER OR WEBSITE ADDITIONS, DELETIONS,
CORRECTIONS, CHANGES, SUGGESTIONS AND/OR
COMMENTS......

CONTACT—RCUMC@SCOTTSBORO.ORG

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

SUNDAY

NEW TIME
WORSHIP 10:00

WEDNESDAY

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 6 PM




